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 FOUR 40 FT SHIPPING CONTAINERS CARRYING 80 TONS OF USED TEXTBOOKS 
arrived in war-torn northern Uganda in September 2009, our largest shipment ever. Nearly all of the books have now been distributed to 
dozens of schools and to the library of Gulu University by the Rotary Club of Gulu, our valued partner in the project.  
   The used K-12 textbooks that the Books for the World Project sends to Uganda and other poor countries are intended to be supplemental 
resources for teachers and library books for students rather than class textbooks, since the curricula in the recipient country and the US are 
not the same. But some schools in the northern region of Uganda are so book-poor that teachers lack enough books for preparing their 
lessons and many children seldom get to use a textbook and must share with many other children. Until the government of Uganda can 
provide all of the books that are needed, our used textbooks from Oregon will continue to be sought-after and valued school resources.    
   You may have wondered how the book project works. Here is a run-down on the way the latest shipment was handled and some of the 
difficulties that had to be overcome, especially by the Rotary Club of Gulu, our partner in the project. One hundred sixty thousand lb of 
used textbooks were donated in July 2008 by two generous Oregon donors---BOOKBYTE, which is an on-line bookseller in Salem, and 
DON LACKEY BOOKS in Harrisburg. The Funded Transportation Program, a US government program that pays for the ocean freight for 
some of the humanitarian aid sent to poor countries by US non-profit organizations, paid for transportation of four 40 ft shipping containers  
carrying those donated books to Mombasa on the coast of Kenya. But the real destination was in Uganda, so we had raised funds from ten 
Rotary clubs to develop a Rotary Matching Grant to pay for trucking the books onward about nine hundred miles overland from Mombasa 
to Gulu in northern Uganda. Additional funds from the Matching Grant were sent to the Rotary Club of Gulu to pay for local expenses that 
included unloading the books, three months of rent for a storage and sorting place, and pay for six people to sort the books.  
   The books had to be unloaded by hand in Gulu because there was no loading dock or forklift. Emptying each one of the four shipping 
containers took about eight hours of work by 20-25 laborers. College textbooks were sent to the library of Gulu University. The sorting 
crew separated the approximately 100,000 K-12 books by grade level and then by subject and placed stamps in the front of each book  that 
say “DONATED BY  BEAVERTON AND GULU ROTARY CLUBS” and “NOT FOR SALE”, in order to discourage any attempts to sell 
the books. The books were packed into bags for distribution, as bags are cheaper than cartons. A local radio station announced that books 
were available and requests poured in! The Gulu Rotary Project Coordinator checked to confirm that the requests came from legitimate 
schools and that recipients could safely store books (when a school has no lockable closet or furniture, teachers must carry all the books 
home each night). School representatives who came to select books were asked to give some help with sorting prior to taking away the 
books.  Gulu Rotary Club delivered to schools that were unable to pick up their books, some as much as 90 miles from Gulu. 

WHAT’S NEXT? Another 42,000 lb of textbooks are ready to be shipped to Gulu from the warehouse of BLUE BIRD TRANSFER 
INC., the project’s long-time partner in Tigard. That shipment will include about two tons of used nursing textbooks that were donated by 
faculty of the School of Nursing of the Oregon Health and Sciences University (OHSU) and about a ton of used medical textbooks from the 
Dept. of Medicine of OHSU. The nursing textbooks will form the basic collection for the library of a new School of Nursing that is being 
established by Gulu University this year, and the medical books will go into the medical library.  Also, BOOKBYTE is ready to donate 
100,000 lb of used college textbooks. We are looking for a recipient university and funds to pay for shipping. Can you help? 

Photos: Unloading by hand at Gulu, stacks of sorted books, bags of books ready for distribution and two of the hard-working sorters. 
----------------------------------------------------- 

Rotary Past District Governor Charlie Clemmons said “While most of our Rotary projects are community building 
projects, Rotary Books for the World is a nation building project.  It's effect on the countries we serve will be felt for 
decades to come.”  He spearheaded the shipping of millions of used textbooks to South Africa and neighboring countries. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
Let me know if you do not wish to receive this newsletter.  Joyce Lockard, Project Coordinator, rj.lockard@verizon.net  
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