
 

July 30, 2019 

Dear Club Presidents: 

One of Rotary’s central Avenues of Service is Rotary Youth Exchange.  District 5100 leads all western 
United States districts, annual sending forty-plus outbound students and receiving forty-plus inbounds 
students - exchanging with more than twenty countries.   Fully half of our clubs participate in the Youth 
Exchange Program, leaving half not participating. 

Your District 5100 Youth Exchange Committee has a request which needs an immediate response, being 
sent to clubs which do not participate in Youth Exchange.  Please consider providing a one-time-only 
partial scholarship for three or more inbound students who are unable to attend the District 5100 
optional West Coast Tour. 

The West Coast Tour, offered every October, is perhaps the highlight of the Rotary year for the inbound 
students.  We travel by bus to destinations including Crater Lake, Ashland (for an Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival performance), Sacramento, Universal Studios, Disneyland, Santa Monica, Hollywood, Monterey, 
San Francisco, the Redwoods, and the Oregon Coast.  The trip takes 11 days and is chaperoned by the 
Rotary District 5100 Youth Exchange Committee. 

The cost of the trip $2,450, affordable to most inbound students and their families who budget and 
fund-raise for it, is cost-prohibitive to some.  The cost has risen over the years as we have lengthened 
the trip to reach Los Angeles and as lodging and admission costs have increased.  Lodging in California 
rose $7,500 from last year, offset by $4,500 savings using hostels and staying outside of the major cities. 
A few students, though, cannot participate because family finances will not allow it. 

We would like to help those students experience the sights of the west coast and, most importantly, be 
together with their forty exchange mates for eleven days.  

Will your club, along with other Rotary Clubs in District 5100 who do not have Youth Exchange 
Programs, consider a one-time-only contribution to a Scholarship Fund to help the West Coast Tour 
become a reality for those who need the help?  We don’t want to leave any student behind due to 
financial limitations. 

We mentioned there may be up to six students who cannot participate due to financial reasons: 

• We knew when we made the commitment to bring in Victory E., our first-ever exchange student 
from Nigeria, that finances would be an issue.  We are dipping into District Youth Exchange 



Reserves to pay for things as basic as his medical insurance coverage ($1457), let alone the 
optional trip. 

• Another student, Rafael A., on a one-way-inbound exchange from Guatemala, is not able to 
participate on the tour without your help. 

• Yet another inbound student, Florencia S., from Argentina, where inflation is rampant, is unable 
to participate without financial help. 

• And three others. 

Please consider helping us help these students have the same experience as those who can afford to pay 
their own way. 

Please let me know if you are able to contribute, and how much, by filling out the form at the bottom of 
the page and returning it to me.  We would appreciate your commitment of support no later than 
August 25 although funds can be received through September 15. 

We are happy to send out a representative to speak to your Rotary Club if you need more information 
about the tour before making a decision or would just like to know more about the Youth Exchange 
Program. 

All checks should be made out to Rotary District Youth Exchange and mailed to:                                         

Bruce Frederick, Treasurer                                                                                                                                           
1 SW Columbia Street #400                                                                                                                                  
Portland, Oregon 97258 

Thanks for your consideration and support! 

Terry Mohr                                                                                                                                                                        
Rotary District 5100 Youth Exchange                                                                                                                      
West Coast Trip Coordinator                                                                                                                                   
15158 SE La Marquita Way                                                                                                                              
Milwaukie, Oregon 97267-3129                                                                                                  
tmohryeo@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                
503-319-0369 

************************************************************************************* 

Yes, my Rotary Club of ____________________________ would like to contribute $_________ to the 
scholarship fund to send Victory, Rafael, Florencia, or another deserving inbound student on the district-
sponsored West Coast Tour in October. 

Club Representatives Name and Signature ______________________________ Date _________ 

************************************************************************************* 

 



 


